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 As the 21st century begins, aging problem involves into all aspects of our life 
gradually, which not only put forwards various requirement on social, economic and 
political lives, but also affects the view of city and architecture consequentially. As a 
growing larger number of people, the elderly desire to attach themselves to social 
public lives, thereby there bring forward more pleas for the design of our urban public 
space. This paper analyses public space problems of aging city by studying the 
example of the city of Xiamen, which is under the background of aging, and suggests 
using universal design to resolve the problems of public space of aging city in order to 
make urban space more humanistic and scientific. Universal design is the design of 
products and environments to be usable by all people, to the greatest extent possible, 
without the need for adaptation or specialized design. That is to say that the elderly 
should not be treated as a special group but a member of the all human being when 
architects consider the demand of people in urban public space design. 
This paper is divided into four chapters, in accordance with psychological 
framework of theory, putting investigative emphases on human (the elderly), 
environment (urban public space) and the reciprocity between human and 
environment (the conflict between the demand of the elderly and the current status of 
urban public space), concluding that we can rely on the principle of universal design 
to solve the problems. 
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